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Development Theory 
- Development 

frameworks (Sen, 
livelihoods) 

- Development 
geography 

- Global production 
networks 

- Development 
economics 

 

Digital Economy Theory 
- Digital business 

models / value chains 
- Cyber-geographies 
- Digital institutionalism 
- Digital political 

economy 
- Network economics 
- Socio-materiality 

Development Implications of 
Digital Economies 

Knowledge Gap 4a: New Digital Economy 
& Development Theories esp. Intersecting 

Digital Technologies 
- Internet 
- Mobile 
- Cloud 
- Social media 
- 3D printing 
- Data & data analytics 
- Robotics 
- Internet of things 
- Artificial intelligence 
 

Digital Systems 
- Digital platforms 
- Digital services 
- Smart systems 
 

Digital Economy 
Models 
- Digital enterprise 

(data / sharing / crowd 
/ gig / ICT economies) 

- Digital fabrication 
- Digital trade / 

production networks 
- Digital work/labour 
 

Digital Economy Trends 
- Automation 
- Digitisation 
- Datafication 
- Digitalisation 
- Virtualisation 
- Digital production 
 

Analytical Frames 
 

Digital Economy 
Phenomena 

 

Knowledge Gap 1: Mapping & 
Categorising Digital Economy 
Phenomena in Global South 

Knowledge Gap 4b: New Digital Economy 
& Development Research Methods 

Knowledge Gap 2: 
Key Development 

Impact Issues Raised 
by Digital Economies 

Knowledge Gap 3: 
New Policy & 

Practice 
Requirements for 
Digital Economies 
and Development 

Digital Ecosystem 
Inputs 
- Innovation 
- Institutions inc. Policy 
- Incentives 
- Infrastructure inc. 

Human 
- Digital (see below) 
 

Development Impacts 
- (In)equality 
- Inclusion/Exclusion 
- Growth 
- Livelihoods & 

Capabilities 
- Resilience / 

Sustainability 
 
 


